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The Curriculum at KS4

Our Curriculum Intent

At Key Stage 4, we commit to an ambitious, broad, balanced and diverse
curriculum for all our students. We want to inspire and empower our students to
achieve academic excellence, and to take their place in the world as well-informed,
aspirational global citizens. Our extensive curriculum broadens our students'
horizons and their appreciation of the subject disciplines.

A personalised curriculum is given to each year 10 student. This is based on prior
and current attainment, as well as our knowledge of our students. We triangulate
information from tests at key stage two, Cognitive Ability Test scores, reading
ages, projections from Fischer Family Trust, careers interviews and students’
current assessments, so that we can give each of them the curriculum we think
they would be best suited to and where they will achieve the best outcomes.

Each personalised curriculum will be made up of subjects that are compulsory for
each student, and some free choices. The number of compulsory subjects and free
choices will depend on the personalised curriculum we have designed for each
student. The number of free choices students have ranges from one to three.

Our curriculum ambition sits alongside our core values:

● Respect for ourselves, others and our environment.

● Exploring global perspectives, expanding their cultural capital.

● Aspiring to academic excellence as part of a lifelong learning journey.

● Perseverance in the face of challenge and adversity.

The majority of our students study 9 GCSEs or Btec courses.



The Curriculum at KS4

Compulsory Subjects:

● English Language
● English Literature
● Mathematics
● Combined Science - 2 GCSEs combining Biology, Chemistry, Physics

Or
● Triple Science - 3 separate GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry, Physics
● Personal Development including RS, careers and RSE
● Core Physical Education

English Baccalaureate (EBacc)
The EBacc is a set of subjects that go together with English and Maths at GCSE to
provide a strong and ambitious foundation and keep young people’s options open for
further study and future careers.

Ebacc Subjects:

● History
● Geography
● French
● Spanish
● Computer Science

Option Subjects:

● GCSE Art and Design: Fine Art
● GCSE Art and Design: Graphic Communications
● GCSE  Art and Design: Craft & Design
● GCSE Computer Science
● Btec Digital Information Technology
● GCSE Three-Dimensional Design
● Level 1/2 Hospitality & Catering
● Btec Performing Arts: Dance
● Btec Performing Arts: Drama
● GCSE Geography
● Btec Health and Social Care
● GCSE History
● GCSE Media Studies
● Btec Music Practice: Performance
● Btec Music Practice: Technology
● GCSE Psychology
● GCSE Religious Studies
● GCSE Sociology
● GCSE Spanish
● Btec Tech Sport
● GCSE Physical Education
● Higher Project Qualification
● Community Sports Leadership Award



Timeline

Timetable of Events

Friday 1 April
Online course prospectus is
launched to parents/students

The personalised curriculum process outlined to
parents/students with proposed subjects and timeline.

April
Curriculum Time

The personalised curriculum process will be explored in
more detail with subject teachers. Students will also be
encouraged to undertake further research into careers.

Friday 29 April
Personalised Curriculum Form

to be completed

3pm Deadline for completion of the personalised
curriculum form.

For support, or if you have any questions, please contact our curriculum team:

curriculum@tla.woodard.co.uk

For any IT related questions, please contact our Network Services team:

networkhelpdesk@tla.woodard.co.uk

Will each course run?

If there is an over-subscription in any subject, the following criteria will be used to
inform the Academy’s decision on the composition of the GCSE group:

● If it is a student’s first choice
● Aptitude and ability for the subject
● Career aspirations

We try to offer our students as wide a choice as possible. However, we are limited by
the need to maintain classes of a reasonable size. Therefore, whilst we will try our
best to offer your choice of options, it may not always be practical. In the case of this
happening, we will speak to you about alternative options. We will also talk to you
and your parents/carers if we feel that your choice of options does not meet your
individual needs.

In the unlikely event that a GCSE course is undersubscribed, The Littlehampton
Academy reserves the right to withdraw the course for that academic year.

mailto:pathways@tla.woodard.co.uk
mailto:networkhelpdesk@tla.woodard.co.uk


Advice for Students

Pointing you in the right direction

Important considerations for students

You should make sure you have thought about

● What you will study on the course
● Whether you will like the subject and be able to learn to the best of your ability
● What you can do after the course

Remember – Mrs Gresty in the Careers Hub which is in the Sixth Form building and
she is always available to offer help and advice. Her email address is
agresty@tla.woodard.co.uk.

Advice on choosing your subjects

1. What do you want to do after Year 11?

● Sixth Form?

● Apprenticeship?

● College?

2. Choose the subjects which will help you get to where you want to go.

3. Don’t pick a subject because you work well for that teacher. A different
teacher might teach that subject in years 10 and 11.

4. Don’t pick a subject you have not studied before just because you like the
sound of it. If you have not done it before; find out as much as you can about
it before making your decision. There are taster lessons available in new
subjects, so please ask!

5. Don’t choose subjects just because your friends have chosen them.

6. Don’t be afraid to choose unusual subjects.

7. Creative subjects such as art/music are very useful.

8. Don’t specialise too much - choose a range of subjects

9. Get plenty of advice and ask lots of questions.

mailto:agresty@tla.woodard.co.uk


Advice for Parents

Pointing you in the right direction

Talk to your child about what their interests are:

● Find out what they would like to do in the future.

● Let them know that full time jobs for 16 year olds are now virtually
non-existent. The key to their future is in good education, good training and
developing skills and abilities that employers want and are prepared to pay
for.

● If in doubt about your child’s option choices, please contact the academy to
make an appointment to see the Careers Adviser, Mrs Gresty or Ms Portman
(Assistant Principal – Director of Learning for Key Stage 4).

● Check that your child is choosing subjects for the right reasons.

● Encourage a variety in their choices – this will allow more choice at Post 16.

The wrong reasons would include:

✘ I like the teacher

✘ All the other choices are boring / too difficult

✘ All my friends are doing that subject

✘ I think it will help me get a job

The right reasons include:

✔ I am good at/enjoy that subject

✔ I know that these subjects will help my career choice, I’ve found out about it

✔ I have achieved good marks and exam grades in a subject

✔ If in doubt – ask for and get help!

Attendance

Regular attendance and good punctuality are crucial if your child is to fulfil their
potential at Key Stage 4. We need them to be in lessons if they are to achieve
academic success. Please ensure that your child is punctual and that the academy is
informed of the reasons for non-attendance as soon as possible.



Compulsory Core
Courses



English Language & English Literature

English is one of the core subjects in the National Curriculum. GCSE English
Language is a requirement for most employment and college courses and concerns
close reading skills along with writing for different purposes and audiences. GCSE
English Literature involves the close study of a range of texts including a novel,
plays, and poetry.

All students in Years 10 and 11 will study GCSE English Language and GCSE
English Literature. Each GCSE is assessed through 100% external examination in
May/June of Year 11. Details are below.

Examination Board: AQA Click here for more information

Assessment

GCSE English Language
Paper 1:
Explorations in
Creative Reading
and Writing

What’s assessed?
● Reading - One literature

fiction text
● Writing - Descriptive or

narrative writing

How it’s assessed:
Written exam:

● 1 hour 45 minutes
● 80 marks
● 50% of GCSE

Paper 2:
Writers’ Viewpoints
and Perspectives

What’s assessed?
● Reading - One non-fiction

text and one literary
non-fiction text

● Writing – Writing to present
a viewpoint

How it’s assessed:
Written exam:

● 1 hour 45 minutes
● 80 marks
● 50% of GCSE

Non-examination
Assessment:
Spoken Language

What’s assessed?
● Presenting
● Responding to questions

and feedback
● Use of Standard English

How it’s assessed:
● 5-10 minute formal

speech to the class
● Separate endorsement
● 0% weighting of GCSE

GCSE English Literature
Paper 1:
Shakespeare and
the 19th century
novel

What’s assessed?
● Shakespeare plays
● The 19th century novel

How it’s assessed:
Written exam:

● 1 hour 45 minutes
● 64 marks
● 40% of GCSE

Paper 2:
Modern texts and
poetry

What’s assessed?
● Modern prose or drama

texts
● The poetry anthology
● Unseen poetry

How it’s assessed:
Written exam:

● 2 hours 15 minutes
● 96 marks
● 60% of GCSE

For further information speak to Mr Tandy or your English teacher.

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse
https://www.loom.com/share/edd2461a688042be997435ed5ac77c8a


Mathematics

Mathematics is one of the core subjects of the National Curriculum.

Students will continue to build on their knowledge of mathematics from Key Stage 3
in; number, geometry & measures, statistics & probability, algebra, ratio, proportion
and rates of change. Learning problem-solving skills, as well as applying their
mathematical knowledge within everyday contexts, students will be given
opportunities to discuss mathematics as a class and in smaller groups, in addition to
developing computational thinking skills.

At key stage 4, maths classes are grouped according to ability. During the two-year
course students are regularly assessed through practice papers, interactions in
class, independent learning and tests.

Examination Board: Edexcel Click here for more information

Assessment

Students will sit papers for either the foundation tier (grades 1-5), or higher tier
(grades 4-9)

Paper 1:

(Non-calculator)

What’s assessed?

● Number

● Algebra

● Ratio, proportion and rates
of change

● Geometry and measures

● Probability

● Statistics

How it’s assessed:
Written exam:

● 1 hour 30 minutes
● 80 marks
● 33.33% of GCSE

Paper 2:

(Calculator)

How it’s assessed:
Written exam:

● 1 hour 30 minutes
● 80 marks
● 33.33% of GCSE

Paper 3:

(Calculator)

How it’s assessed:
Written exam:

● 1 hour 30 minutes
● 80 marks
● 33.33% of GCSE

Career Progression

Mathematical skills and problem-solving are crucial in all occupations at some level.
GCSE mathematics will support many A Level subjects, including science,
geography, psychology, design & technology, and business studies. It may be an
entry requirement (at particular grades) to some college and university courses.

For further information please speak to Miss Anssari, Mr Cove, or your maths
teacher.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/mathematics/2015/specification-and-sample-assesment/gcse-maths-2015-specification.pdf
https://www.loom.com/share/d1f668cabb7743bbba10afb1c881dfc7


Science

Triple Science: Biology, Chemistry and Physics (3 GCSEs)

This option is suitable for highly motivated students with a passion for science. You
will be awarded three separate GCSEs at the end of Year 11.

Combined Science: (2 GCSEs)

This is the standard course which allows students time to focus on improving and
consolidating their learning in Biology, Chemistry and Physics in an integrated way
and leads to two science GCSEs by the end of Year 11.

Both science courses cover the three science disciplines:

● Biology topics include cell biology, bioenergetics, inheritance, variation,
evolution, and ecology.

● Chemistry topics include atomic structure and the periodic table, bonding,
structure, and the properties of matter, quantitative chemistry, organic
chemistry, and the chemistry of the atmosphere.

● Physics topics include energy, electricity, the particle model of matter, atomic
structure, forces, magnetism and electromagnetism.

Examination Board: AQA Click here for more information

Assessment

Students will sit papers for either the foundation tier (grades 1-5), or higher tier
(grades 4-9)

Triple Science:
What’s assessed?
● All 3 science subjects as

separate qualifications
● Practical skills and data

analysis

How it’s assessed:
Written exam:

● Six exam papers (two
exams per subject)

● Each 1 hour 45 minutes

Combined Science:
What’s assessed?
● All 3 science subjects are

combined into one course
● Practical skills and data

analysis

How it’s assessed:
Written exam:

● Six exam papers (two
exams per subject)

● Each 1 hour 15 minutes

Both Combined and Triple Science courses enable students to progress on to Level
3 study; post-16 in science A Levels.

There will be required practical elements for each specialism (21 in total for
Combined Science and 28 in total for Triple Science). These will be completed
during lesson time at appropriate times throughout the course which correspond to
the content of taught units.

For further information speak to Miss Faughy, Miss Newman or your science teacher.

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse
https://www.loom.com/share/060777012b514df8a5b6cc02da1c4d70


Personal Development

The Personal Development curriculum ensures that students leave the academy with
the knowledge and understanding to embrace the challenge of leading a happy and
successful life. Students will grow the capacity to make positive decisions,
developing resilience to know how, when, and where to access support.

Our Personal Development curriculum supports students to:

● Develop a solution-focussed perspective

● Engender a culture of resilience

● Understand and build upon emotional literacy

● Be open-minded and to explore opportunities

These core skills are built around the Personal Development curriculum that
students have been receiving since Year 7. This is designed to develop over time,
covering a range of topics which are timely, age-appropriate, and are adapted to suit
the emerging needs of each group of students.

At key stage 4, these topics include:

● Families

● Respectful relationships

● Staying safe:

- Online
- In the wider world
- In personal relationships

● Respectful relationships

● Mental wellbeing

● Internet safety

● Physical health and fitness

● Healthy eating

● Drugs, alcohol and tobacco

● Basic first aid

For further information please speak to Mrs Waite-Jones.



Physical Education

The core Physical Education curriculum in Years 10 and 11 is a non-examined
course designed to encourage maximum participation and enjoyment for all students
across a variety of activities.

These activities may include:

● Football

● Rugby

● Hockey

● Badminton

● Basketball

● Fitness/exercise to music/step aerobics/zumba

● Weight training

● Netball

● Trampolining

● Ultimate frisbee

● Lacrosse

● Handball

● Rounders

● Dance

● Gymnastics

In addition to practical activities, students will follow a ‘personal challenge’
programme where they will learn how various lifestyle choices will impact their ability
to lead a healthy, active lifestyle. The personal challenge lesson will be based
around fitness activities.

St John’s First Aid

Students will study first aid in year 10. There will be 12 units covered with both
theoretical and practical teaching. Participating in role play based scenarios set
within a variety of sporting situations, students will apply their first aid knowledge. An
online learning log will be maintained to evidence learning and progress.

A total of 4 PE lessons are timetabled over a fortnight; two sports lessons, one
personal challenge lesson, and one first aid lesson.

For further information please speak to your PE teacher.



Vocational Courses



Btec Digital Information Technology

This award allows students to develop useful key skills for working in the information
technology sector, through a mixture of investigation and project work. These include
project planning, designing and creating user-interfaces, as well as creating
dashboards to present and interpret data.

Students learn about the processes that underpin effective ways of working,
including common planning techniques, interactive design processes, team-work and
cyber-security, as well as legal and ethical codes of conduct.

Examination Board: Pearson Click here for more information

This course is suitable for students who:

● Have an aptitude for IT and computing.
● Understand how the systems development life cycle is used to create a final

product, demonstrating all stages in the evidence you produce.
● Have good organisational skills and are able to take responsibility for their

own learning in order to meet course deadlines, presenting their work in a
suitable format.

● Takes pride in their work and only hands in well-presented assignments.
● Is resilient – Remember a lot of IT and computing systems do not work the

first time.
● Is willing to experiment with different options using trial and error.

Assessment

Component 1:

Exploring User
Interface Design:
Principles and
Project Planning
Techniques

What’s assessed?
● Investigate user interface design for

individuals and organisations
● Use project planning techniques to

plan and design a user interface
● Develop and review a user

interface

How it’s assessed:
Internal assessment:

● Assignment based
● 30% of overall award

Component 2:

Collecting,
presenting and
interpreting data

What’s assessed?
● Investigate the role and impact of

using data on individuals and
organisations

● Create a dashboard using data
manipulation tools

● Draw conclusions and review data
presentation methods

How it’s assessed:
Internal assessment:

● Assignment based
● 30% of overall award

Component 3:

Effective digital
working practices

What’s assessed?
● Presenting
● Responding to questions and

feedback
● Use of Standard English

How it’s assessed:
External assessment:

● 1 hour 30 minute exam
based on case studies

● 40% of overall award

This Btec is equivalent to one GCSE. For more information please speak to Miss
Miller.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-tec-awards/information-technology/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/Spec-BTEC-L1-2TECHAWD-DIT.pdf
https://www.loom.com/share/00d05b2f0a404a68bf3be94a1cd85ef1


Btec Health & Social Care

Health and Social Care Btec is a vocational course that prepares students for the
world of work. The course will provide opportunities to apply theory to practice,
offering opportunities to work with a range of different types of people from all age
stages. The course balances practical tasks with a portfolio of coursework evidence.

Health and Social Care Btec is suitable for students who:

● Have good communication skills, or would like to develop those skills.

● Are a people person and think that they may like to work with vulnerable
people, ranging from small children to older adults.

● Want to give to the community.

● Would you like to know what work is available in the health care sector.

Examination Board: Edexcel Click here for more information

Assessment

Component 1:

Human lifespan and
development

What’s assessed?

● The development of core
knowledge and understanding of
human growth and development.

● The development and application of
skills.

● Reflective practice

How it’s assessed:

Internal assessment

Component 2:

Developing Skills
and Techniques

Component 3:

Health and
Wellbeing

What’s assessed?

● Development of own performance
from a set brief.

How it’s assessed:
External assessment
● 2 hour assessment
● 60 marks

Career Progression

This course equips students with the skills needed to progress to a Health and Social
Care Btec Level 3, and provides a pathway to enable students to work within a care
setting, or go on to a degree programme in Health and Social Care. This could then
lead to work in the field of health and care establishments such as; registered care
homes, community work, probation services, and childcare or voluntary work.

Alternatively, for those wishing to progress their studies further, there is an option for
more advanced study in nursing, midwifery, teaching and social work. A range of
university degree courses in the general field of health and social care are available.

For more information, please speak to Mrs Genge.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-tec-awards/health-and-social-care/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/tech-award-HSC-spec.pdf
https://www.loom.com/share/48c91ec11f3042a7b23723f126043643


Level 1/2 Hospitality & Catering

This is an exciting new course which focuses on providing students with the
opportunity to develop a range of specialist and general skills that would support
their progression into employment.

According to the British Hospitality Association, hospitality and catering is Britain’s
fourth largest industry and accounts for around 10% of the total workforce. Since
2010, over 25% of all new jobs have been within the hospitality and catering sector
with the majority of new roles falling within the 18-24 age group.

The hospitality and catering sector includes all businesses that provide food,
beverages, and/or accommodation services. This includes restaurants, hotels, pubs
and bars. It also includes airlines, tourist attractions, hospitals and sports venues;
businesses where hospitality and catering is not their primary service but is
increasingly important to their success.

Examination Board: WJEC Click here for more information

Assessment

Unit 1:

The Hospitality
and Catering
Industry

What’s assessed?

Students will use their knowledge and
understanding of the hospitality and catering
industry in order to propose new hospitality and
catering provision to meet specific needs.

How it’s assessed:
40% of final grade

External assessment:

● Onscreen
assessment.

● Written exam

Unit 2:

Hospitality and
Catering in Action

What’s assessed?

Students apply their learning to safely prepare,
cook and present nutritional dishes, drawing on
their learning of different types of provision and
kitchen and front of house operations from Unit 1.

How it’s assessed:
60% of final grade

Internal assessment:

● Assignment
based on a
project brief

Career progression

This course will prepare students with essential life skills in addition to providing a
solid foundation for future careers in hospitality and catering which can range from
waiting staff, receptionists and catering assistants to chefs, hotel and bar managers
and food technologists in food manufacturing.

For more information speak to Ms Whitcombe, Mr Devo, or your Inspiring Healthy
Futures teacher.

https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/55bnplb2/wjec-level-1-2-award-in-hospitality-and-catering-spec-a-from-2016-e-1.pdf
https://www.loom.com/share/c17b8179e9844550abfc0474247e36b6?sharedAppSource=personal_library


Btec Music Practice: Performance

The music industry is a vibrant, exciting industry that contributed £4.1 billion to the
UK economy in 2015, outpacing the overall growth of the economy by 2.5 percent.
In 2016, live music alone created £3.7 billion in direct and indirect income for the
UK. The music industry is constantly evolving and offers many different and exciting
new work opportunities.

This course is suitable for students who enjoy:

● Composing and performing  their own music.

● Learning how to play and record a variety of songs and styles on their choice
of instrument, or by singing.

● Learning about all types of music from different decades, such as: EDM, Pop
and World.

Students will learn:

● About different music styles and genres and the musical features of them.

● How to perform, compose and record music in a range of styles

● How to respond to project briefs to develop musical performances and
compositions.

Examination Board: Pearson Click here for more information

Assessment

Component 1:

Exploring the
Music Industry

What’s assessed?
● The exploration of a range of musical styles

and performing or recording musical ideas in a
range of styles from different eras.

How it’s assessed:

Internal assessment

Component 2:

Developing
Music Skills

What’s assessed?
● The application and further development of the

skills learned in component 1 to compose  and
perform music.

Component 3:

Responding to
a music brief

What’s assessed?
● Working as a group or individually to produce,

compose or perform a music product such as a
live event, compilation album or a studio album
recording of a live act.

How it’s assessed:

External assessment

For further information please speak to your music teacher or Mr Austin-Woodward.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-tec-awards/music-practice/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/Spec-BTEC-Tech-Award-in-Music-draft.pdf
https://www.loom.com/share/2a6521bbbec047e4815ca421f94b8ce8


Btec Music Practice: Technology

The music industry is a vibrant, exciting and highly competitive industry that
contributed £4.1 billion to the UK economy in 2015, outpacing the overall growth of
the economy by 2.5 percent. In 2016, live music alone created £3.7 billion in direct
and indirect income for the UK. There are a wide range of music technology related
job roles in the music industry.

This course is suitable for students who enjoy:

● Composing music digitally.

● Learning how to use software to record and mix music.

● Learning about all types of music, including EDM, popular, and world.

Students need to be prepared to become competent using an Apple Mac, and
have a good basic understanding of the music software Soundtrap or Logic
Pro, and Garageband.

Students will learn:

● About different music styles and genres and their musical features.

● How to use the digital audio workstation ‘Logic Pro’ or ‘Soundtrap’ to compose
and mix music.

● How to compose, edit, mix, and add effects in response to a project brief.

Examination Board: Pearson Click here for more information

Assessment

Component 1:

Exploring the
Music Industry

What’s assessed?
● Exploring a range of musical styles and using

software and music production techniques to
create musical ideas in a range of styles from
different eras

How it’s assessed:

Internal assessment

Component 2:

Developing
Music Skills

What’s assessed?
● Application and further development of the

skills learned in component 1 to compose and
produce a song using Logic Pro or other DAW

Component 3:

Responding to
a music brief

What’s assessed?
● Working as a group or individually to produce,

compose or produce a music product such as a
live event, compilation album or a studio album
recording of a live act.

How it’s assessed:

External assessment

For further information please speak to your music teacher or Mr Austin-Woodward.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-tec-awards/music-practice/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/Spec-BTEC-Tech-Award-in-Music-draft.pdf
https://www.loom.com/share/7ca928db5ae244e2a56337134db56690


Btec Performing Arts: Dance

“Dance is vital, an activity both exhilarating and liberating to watch or do.

The instinct to dance is fundamentally joyous and no matter how hard you try you
can’t get away from that for long. It can also be a huge force for good, effectively
drawing people together and levelling everyone through sheer hard work. It can

speed up your heart rate, it can enliven your being, it can change your life”.

Richard Alston CBE

To gain a good grade at Btec Dance you need to be happy and confident to perform
in front of an audience. 100% of the assessment involves performing in front of
an audience, or choreographing a performance.

Examination Board: Pearson Click here for more information

Assessment

Component 1:

Exploring the
Performing Arts

What’s assessed?

● Exploration of existing dancers’ and
practitioners’ works.

How it’s assessed:

Internal assessment

Component 2:

Developing Skills
and Techniques

What’s assessed?

● Practical exploration of dance skills,
choreography and dance styles.

How it’s assessed:

Internal assessment

Component 3:

Performing to a brief

What’s assessed?

● Development of own performance
from a set brief.

How it’s assessed:

External assessment

Career progression

Ideal for those that want to study performance in further education, and those who
want to pursue any of the following careers: dance performer, dance
instructor/teacher, choreographer, dance movement therapist, costume/set designer,
community dance practitioner, lighting or technical production, arts/culture officer,
yoga/pilates instructor.

Please note: Students are not able to study Dance and Drama Btec courses
together.

For more information please speak to Ms Hauxwell.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-tec-awards/performing-arts/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/9781446939628_BTEC_L1L2_AWD_PA_SPEC.pdf
https://www.loom.com/share/7b05e7fcd55949a9bd5c4e599e9b811b


Btec Performing Arts: Drama

To gain a good grade at Btec Drama students need to be happy and confident to
perform in front of an audience. 100% of the assessment involves performing in
front of an audience, or choreographing a performance.

Examination Board: Pearson Click here for more information

Assessment

Component 1:

Exploring the
Performing Arts

What’s assessed?

● Exploration of existing dancers’ and
practitioners’ works.

How it’s assessed:

Internal assessment

Component 2:

Developing Skills
and Techniques

What’s assessed?

● Practical exploration of dance skills,
choreography and dance styles.

How it’s assessed:

Internal assessment

Component 3:

Performing to a brief

What’s assessed?

● Development of own performance
from a set brief.

How it’s assessed:

External assessment

Career progression

Ideal for those that want to study performance in further education, and those who
want to pursue any of the following careers: actor/ performer, drama
instructor/teacher, drama therapist, costume/set designer, community arts worker,
theatre director, broadcast presenter, lighting or technical production, arts/culture
officer, yoga/pilates instructor

Please note: Students are not able to study Drama and Dance Btec courses
together..

For more information please speak to Miss Collins or Mr Austin-Woodward.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-tec-awards/performing-arts/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/9781446939628_BTEC_L1L2_AWD_PA_SPEC.pdf
https://www.loom.com/share/8685b51d6d0440f1864a3d462a163f1e


Btec Sport

Btec Tech Award in Sport provides an engaging and relevant introduction to the
world of sport, incorporating important aspects of the industry, such as; provisions for
sport including equipment and facilities. Planning and delivery of sport drills and
sessions. Fitness for sport including fitness testing and methodology. This course
enables students to develop and apply their knowledge, whilst also developing a
range of relevant practical, communication and technical skills.

This course is suitable for students who are:

● Passionate about sport and improving their own fitness.
● Able to demonstrate skills, techniques and tactics in practical and competitive

situations.

Examination Board: Edexcel Click here for more information

Assessment

Component 1:

Preparing Participants to Take
Part in Sport and Physical
Activity

What’s assessed?

Learners knowledge and
understanding of; sports
provision, technology in sport,
and planning and leading warm
ups.

How it’s assessed:

Non examined assessment - 30%

Assignment set by exam board.
Assessed internally, moderated by
Pearson.

Component 2:

Taking Part and Improving
Other Participants Sporting
Performance

What’s assessed?

Learners knowledge and
understanding of; components
of fitness, roles and
responsibilities of officials and
practical ability to perform skills
and techniques.

How it’s assessed:

Non examined assessment - 30%

Assignment set by exam board.
Assessed internally, moderated by
Pearson.

Component 3:

Developing Fitness to
Improve Other Participants
Performance in Sport and
Physical Activity

What’s assessed?

Learners knowledge and
understanding of; fitness testing
and training. Principles of fitness
training.

How it’s assessed:

Examined assessment - 40%

External assessment set and
marked by Pearson, completed
under supervised conditions.

Career progression

For students interested in taking your study of sport further, the subject-specific
knowledge and skills outlined above and developed through studying this
qualification, will provide a strong foundation for a range of differing academic or
vocational study at Level 3, including apprenticeships.

For more information please speak to Mr. Jones or your PE teacher.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-tec-awards/sport/2022/specification-and-sample-assessments/60370683-BTEC-Tech-Award-Sport-2022-spec-PPD1-190721.pdf
https://www.loom.com/share/890bfc211fb545b6a345bacc01490d31


GCSE COURSES



Art Craft & Design

For students who love being creative, and want to explore a broader range of what
art has to offer, such as combining textiles with graphics or drawing and painting with
printmaking, then Art Craft and Design is the perfect choice.

We will explore a range of contemporary artists and designers, experiment with a
variety of exciting media, such as inks, acrylic paint, digital art, sewing machines,
photography and printmaking to help you develop personal and imaginative work.

Examination Board: AQA Click here for more information

Assessment

Component 1:

Portfolio

What’s assessed?

● Students will produce work as part
of two themed projects throughout
years 10 and 11.

How it’s assessed:

Internal assessment
● 96 marks
● 60% of GCSE

Component 2:

Externally set
assignment

What’s assessed?

● Students produce a piece of work
according to a set project brief.

How it’s assessed:

External assessment
● 96 marks
● 40% of GCSE

Career progression

Ideal for those that want to study any of the arts qualifications at A level, and those
who want to pursue any of the following careers: artist, architect, animator, character
designer, fine artist, interior designer, set/costume/special effects, photographer or
teacher.

Please note - Students can only choose to study one of either Fine Art,
Graphic Communications, Art Craft and Design or Three-Dimensional Design.

For more information please speak to Mr Austin-Woodward or your Art teacher.

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/art-and-design/specifications/AQA-ART-GCSE-SP-2016.PDF
https://www.loom.com/share/8248d6a0c7144198a745b8357b744080


Computer Science

GCSE Computer Science is all about how computers work, and the systems they
use. Students will learn about how computers function as processing systems and
how to create programs.

This GCSE suits those students who are mathematically minded and able to use this
in a logical manner. It is usually recommended that students are confident in maths
(preferably top set) and keen to learn to code in the python programming language.

Examination Board: Eduqas Click here for more information

This course is suitable for students who are:

● Keen to learn how to code their own programs and be willing to problem solve
independently.

● Logical thinkers, comfortable with mathematics, who are happy to tackle a
broad range of topics associated with computational thinking.

● Interested in coding and enthusiastic about learning how to use a
programming language like python.

Assessment

Component 1:

Understanding
Computer Science

What’s assessed?
● Hardware
● Logical operations
● Communications
● Data representation
● Operating systems
● Principles of programming
● Software engineering
● Security

How it’s assessed:

External assessment

● Written exam
● 1 hour 45 minutes
● 50% of GCSE

Component 2:

Externally set
assignment

What’s assessed?
● Programming, knowledge and

understanding
● Coding skills
● Analysis
● Design
● Testing
● The ability to produce a reliable

program to a given scenario

How it’s assessed:

External assessment

● On screen coding
practical assessment

● 2 hours
● 50% of GCSE

Career progression

This will also be a good grounding if you are looking to take computing studies at
college, which in turn can lead to careers in IT and computer science that can be as
varied as key roles in Cybersecurity, IT support and computer game creation.

For more information please speak to Ms Willcox.

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/media/j4gl0u3j/eduqas-gcse-computer-science-spec-from-2016-e-04-05-2020.pdf
https://www.loom.com/share/e6f7a2063abc479e93e5cd9cbce55aae


Fine Art

For the creative student who enjoys drawing and painting, Fine Art is the perfect
choice.

We will explore a range of contemporary artists, experiment with a variety of exciting
media, such as inks, acrylic paint, digital art, photography and print in order to
develop personal and imaginative work.

Examination Board: AQA Click here for more information

Assessment

Component 1:

Portfolio

What’s assessed?

● Students will produce work as part
of two themed projects throughout
years 10 and 11.

How it’s assessed:

Internal assessment
● 96 marks
● 60% of GCSE

Component 2:

Externally set
assignment

What’s assessed?

● Students produce a piece of work
according to a set project brief.

How it’s assessed:

External assessment
● 96 marks
● 40% of GCSE

Career progression

Ideal for those that want to study art or photography at A level, and those who want
to pursue any of the following careers: artist, architect, animator, character designer,
fine artist, interior designer, set/costume/special effects, photographer or teacher.

Please note - Students can only choose to study one of either Fine Art,
Graphic Communications, Art Craft and Design or Three-Dimensional Design.

For more information please speak to Mr Austin-Woodward or your Art teacher.

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/art-and-design/specifications/AQA-ART-GCSE-SP-2016.PDF
https://www.loom.com/share/7da2c016f2bb4afa9999cf049310660e


French

A language GCSE builds skills and knowledge developed throughout key stage 3,
with language classes being fun and interactive. By choosing to study a language
GCSE, not only do you learn the language, you also get to find out about other
people, countries and cultures so it really is an interesting and varied subject.

Why should you study a language?

● A language will always be useful, no matter what you do.
● In class, you get to study a wide range of topics all about different people and

cultures, not just how to speak.
● You can read books, watch films and listen to songs in their native language -

and understand them too!
● They’re good for you! Speaking more than one language increases your brain

capacity, improves your memory.
● You can understand and talk to lots more people when you go abroad.
● Using a language at work could raise your salary from 8-20%.
● Learning languages really improves your communication skills.

Examination Board: AQA Click here for more information

Assessment

Students will sit papers for either the foundation tier (grades 1-5), or higher tier
(grades 4-9)

Paper 1:

Listening

What’s assessed?

● Understanding and
responding to different
types of spoken language

How it’s assessed:
External assessment:

● Written exam
● 35 minutes (F tier) or 45 minutes (H tier)
● 25% of GCSE

Paper 2:

Speaking

What’s assessed?

● Communicating and
interacting effectively in
speech for a variety of
purposes

How it’s assessed:
Internal assessment:

● Non-examined assessment
● 7-9 minutes (F tier) or 10-12 minutes (H

tier)
● 25% of GCSE

Paper 3:

Reading

What’s assessed?

● Understanding and
responding to different
types of written language

How it’s assessed:
External assessment:

● Written exam
● 45 minutes (F tier) or 60 minutes (H tier)
● 25% of GCSE

Paper 4:

Writing

What’s assessed?

● Communicating effectively
in writing for a variety of
purposes.

How it’s assessed:
External assessment:

● Written exam
● 60 minutes (F tier) or 75 minutes (H tier)
● 25% of GCSE

For more information please speak to your Mrs Weager or your French teacher.

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/french/specifications/AQA-8658-SP-2016.PDF
https://www.loom.com/share/312a58b06a60447f856b1c754e821894


Geography

Geography is a diverse subject that can give students an understanding of the world
around them, the environment and communities.

This exciting and relevant course allows you to study a balanced framework of
physical and human themes and investigates the link between them. GCSE
Geography builds on your own experiences, encourages questioning, investigation
and critical thinking. Throughout the course you will participate in two field work
visits.

The course is demanding and students will need to be prepared for the high literacy
content. They will be reading and writing at length.

● Students need to have enjoyed geography in years 7, 8 and 9.
● It is important to have a keen interest in the world.
● Students must be prepared to work hard and carry out research at home.

Examination Board: AQA Click here for more information

Assessment

Paper 1: Living with the Physical Environment:

● The challenge of natural hazards, The living world,
Physical landscapes in the UK

● Geographical skills

How it’s assessed:

External assessment
● Written exam
● 1 hour 30 minutes
● 35% of GCSE

Paper 2: Challenges in the Human Environment:

● Urban issues and challenges, The changing economic
world,  The challenge of resource management,

● Geographical skills

How it’s assessed:

External assessment
● Written exam
● 1 hour 30 minutes
● 35% of GCSE

Paper 3: Geographical Application and Skills:

● Issue evaluation,  Fieldwork,
● Geographical skills

How it’s assessed:

External assessment
● Written exam
● 1 hour 15 minutes
● 30% of GCSE

Career progression

Geography is great for any kind of career that involves the environment, planning, or
collecting and interpreting data. Popular careers for people with geography
qualifications include: town or transport planning, surveying, conservation,
sustainability, waste and water management, environmental planning, tourism, and
weather forecasting. The army, police, government, research organisations, law, and
business world also value  the practical research skills that geographers develop.

For more information please speak to Mrs Hurst or Mrs Antram.

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/geography/specifications/AQA-8035-SP-2016.PDF
https://www.loom.com/share/2368b58a3fb64ba4b0c38d6ed108c2d7


Graphic Communications

For students who enjoy drawing and design, and are interested in how artwork can
be developed into commercial products, and prefer working to a brief, then Graphic
Communications is the perfect choice.

We will explore a range of contemporary graphic artists, illustrators and designers,
experiment with a variety of exciting media such as inks, acrylic paint, digital art and
photography and help you develop personal and imaginative art based graphic
products.

Examination Board: AQA Click here for more information

Assessment

Component 1:

Portfolio

What’s assessed?

● Students will produce work as part
of two themed projects throughout
years 10 and 11.

How it’s assessed:

Internal assessment
● 96 marks
● 60% of GCSE

Component 2:

Externally set
assignment

What’s assessed?

● Students produce a piece of work
according to a set project brief.

How it’s assessed:

External assessment
● 96 marks
● 40% of GCSE

Career progression

Ideal for those that want to study graphic design, media or photography at A level
and those who want to pursue any of the following careers: artist, architect, animator,
computer games designer, graphic designer, interior designer, web based designer,
set or costume designer, special effects, photographer.

Please note - Students can only choose to study one of either Fine Art,
Graphic Communications, Art Craft and Design or Three-Dimensional Design.

For more information please speak to Mr Austin-Woodward or your art teacher.

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/art-and-design/specifications/AQA-ART-GCSE-SP-2016.PDF
https://www.loom.com/share/6c69d26367eb41c7892e9b2ea88a871c


History

History at GCSE is an exciting course covering a wide range of topics as well as
developing key skills which will also support a range of subjects throughout the
academy. By studying GCSE History, students will:

● Develop and extend their knowledge and understanding of key events,
periods and societies in local, British, and wider world history; and of the wide
diversity of human experience.

● Engage in historical enquiry to develop as an independent learner, as well as
a critical and reflective thinker.

● Develop the ability to ask relevant questions about the past, to investigate
issues critically and to make valid historical claims by using a range of
sources in their historical context.

● Develop an awareness of why people, events and developments have been
accorded historical significance and how and why different interpretations
have been constructed about them.

● Organise and communicate your historical knowledge and understanding in
different ways and reach substantiated conclusions.

Examination Board: Edexcel Click here for more information

Assessment

Paper 1:

Thematic study and
historic environment

What’s assessed?
● Crime and Punishment Through

Time c1000-present.
● Historical environment study on

Whitechapel 1870-1900.

How it’s assessed:
External assessment:

● Written exam
● 1 hour 15 minutes
● 30% of GCSE

Paper 2

Period study and British
depth study

What’s assessed?
● Early Elizabethan England, 1558-88.
● Superpower Relations and the Cold

War, 1941-1991.

How it’s assessed:
External assessment:

● Written exam
● 1 hour 45 minutes
● 40% of GCSE

Paper 3

Modern depth study

What’s assessed?
● Weimar and Nazi Germany

1918-1939

How it’s assessed:
External assessment:

● Written exam
● 1 hour 20 minutes
● 30% of GCSE

Career progression

With refined analytical, writing, debate and detective skills, students will be prepared
for a range of careers in history and beyond. Examples include: law, politics and the
public sector, business, marketing, journalism, economics or teaching.

For more information please speak to Ms Johnston, Mr Shelton or Mr Smith.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse-9-1-history-specification.pdf
https://www.loom.com/share/8d8ea74506a64ba48795c5ccb1e52c42


Media Studies

For students who enjoy watching, reading, analysing and creating products like
posters, DVD covers, websites, radio, music videos, television programmes trailers,
advertisements, computer games and films, GCSE Media Studies is the perfect
choice.

Media Studies engages students in the detailed study of media products from a
whole range of platforms from print, to moving image and e-Media. Students will
explore the following four areas:

● Media forms

● Media representation

● Media industries

● Media audiences

We will study topics focusing on a variety of media forms such as advertising and
marketing, music promotion, magazines, newspapers, film marketing, web design,
TV promotion, computer games and much more.

Examination Board: Eduqas Click here for more information

Assessment

Paper 1:

Exploring the media

What’s assessed?

● Media language and representation.
● Media industries and audiences.

How it’s assessed:

External assessment:
● Written exam
● 1 hour 30 minutes
● 40% of GCSE

Paper 2:

Understanding media
forms and products

What’s assessed?

● Areas of the theoretical framework
and contexts of the media in relation
to television and music.

How it’s assessed:

External assessment:
● Written exam
● 1 hour 30 minutes
● 30% of GCSE

Non-examined
Assessment:

Creating media
products

What’s assessed?

● Students produce a media product
for an intended audience in response
to a set brief.

How it’s assessed:

Internal assessment:
● 60 Marks
● 30% of GCSE

For more information please speak to Mr Tandy or Miss Masanjika.

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/media-studies-gcse/#tab_overview
https://www.loom.com/share/e5a1d62e880340ab8ffd56204c30e6a7


Physical Education

GCSE PE offers students the opportunity to develop their skills in a wide range of
sports and activities and helps to improve performance. Students will learn about
exercise, how the body works to help you exercise and then through training how
performance can be improved.

This course is ideal for students who:

● Enjoy playing competitive sport.
● Want the knowledge to keep themselves fit, healthy and active for life.
● Find the human body and science fascinating.
● Want to learn how to train SMART, not just train harder.

Examination Board: AQA Click here for more information

Assessment

Paper 1:

The human body and
movement in physical
activity and sport.

What’s assessed?

● Applied anatomy and physiology
● Movement analysis
● Physical training
● Use of data

How it’s assessed:

External assessment:
● Written exam
● 1 hour 15

minutes
● 30% of GCSE

Paper 2:

Socio-cultural
influences and
well-being in physical
activity and sport.

What’s assessed?

● Sports psychology
● Socio-cultural influences
● Health, fitness and well-being
● Use of data

How it’s assessed:

External assessment:
● Written exam
● 1 hour 15

minutes
● 30% of GCSE

Non-examined
Assessment:

Practical performance
in physical activity and
sport.

What’s assessed?

● Practical performances in three different
physical activities in the role of
player/performer, including a team activity

● Analysis and evaluation of performance to
bring about improvement in one activity

How it’s assessed:

Internal assessment:
● 100 Marks
● 40% of GCSE

Career Progression

GCSE PE develops a range of transferable skills for further study, including: decision
making, psychological understanding of people, independent thinking, problem
solving and analytical skills as well as thinking, acting and reacting under pressure.

This course enables students to progress to study BTEC Sport Level 3 at TLA Sixth
Form.

For more information please speak to your PE teacher.

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physical-education/gcse/physical-education-8582
https://www.loom.com/share/335649f191924e209e703cd20787e84c


Psychology

Psychology is a fascinating area of study. It helps students to understand human
behaviour and mental processes and allow them to better understand how we think,
act and feel. Students who are interested in a deeper understanding of the human
condition should consider studying GCSE Psychology.

The ideal student will enjoy discussion, reading new ideas and be interested in
human behaviour.

This course will allow students to:

● Engage in the process of psychological enquiry to develop as effective and
independent learners, and as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring
minds.

● Develop an understanding of the relationship between psychology and social,
cultural, scientific and contemporary issues and its impact on everyday life.

● Develop an understanding of ethical issues in psychology.

● Develop an understanding of the contribution of psychology to individual,
social and cultural diversity.

Examination Board: AQA Click here for more information

Assessment

Paper 1:

Cognition and
behaviour

What’s assessed?

● Memory
● Perception
● Development
● Research methods

How it’s assessed:

External assessment:
● Written exam
● 1 hour 45 minutes
● 50% of GCSE

Paper 2:

Social context and
behaviour

What’s assessed?

● Social influence
● Language, thought and

communication
● Brain and neuropsychology
● Psychological problems

How it’s assessed:

External assessment:
● Written exam
● 1 hour 45 minutes
● 50% of GCSE

Career Progression

GCSE Psychology enables students to pursue further study of Psychology A -level
or other social sciences at TLA Sixth Form. Those with Psychology qualifications
often move into professions such as marketing, advertising or human resources.
Qualifications in Psychology are beneficial for a range of careers and employers.

For more information please speak to Miss Faughy or Mrs Scott.

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/psychology/specifications/AQA-8182-SP-2017.PDF
https://www.loom.com/share/f5cd7836996d488286655ee48feba1c4


Religious Studies

GCSE Religious Studies is a diverse and fascinating course that will not only apply
to religious perspectives or ideas, but those on a much broader scale in the secular
world also. The course looks at a broad range of religious, philosophical, and ethical
ideas in the modern world, including:

● When does life begin?

● Should you be able to say when your life should end?

● Should we create people – cloning?

● Would you design your baby?

● Gay marriage – what’s the fuss?

● Should the state kill murderers?

Religious Studies will encourage students to support their own current opinions with
teachings from religion and philosophy. This course is designed to inspire students to
challenge stereotypes that surround religious groups, specifically those of a
prejudiced nature.

Examination Board: AQA Click here for more information

Assessment

Paper 1:

The study of religions:
beliefs, teachings and
practices.

What’s assessed?

● The study of two religions; Christianity
and Islam.

How it’s assessed:

External assessment:
● Written exam
● 1 hour 45 minutes
● 50% of GCSE

Paper 2:

Thematic studies

● What’s assessed?

● Religion, peace and conflict
● Religion, crime and punishment
● Religion and life
● Relationships and families

How it’s assessed:

External assessment:
● Written exam
● 1 hour 45 minutes
● 50% of GCSE

Career progression

In addition to careers in the church and other religious organisations, GCSE
Religious Studies could lead to careers in the care industry, charity sector,
government agencies, as well as non-governmental organisations.

For more information please speak to Mrs Stamp.

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/rs/specifications/AQA-8062-SP-2016.PDF
https://www.loom.com/share/53be2453114e40ab928205cee81dc548


Sociology

Sociology is a fascinating and rapidly expanding area of study that focuses on the
complexities and behaviours within human society. This course aims to broaden
minds and develop critical thinking by de-naturalising students’ experiences and
offering alternative points-of-view on how society is structured. This will offer
students different perspectives on human society and challenge them to examine
and analyse social interactions  in new and thought-provoking ways.

GCSE sociology, provides an awareness and exploration of the social, political and
economic issues that shape the world around us. Students will develop a greater
understanding of how communities function and how they fail. It will also help
students to grasp the principles behind the socially constructed norms that we take
for granted.

The course is divided into the following topics:

● Sociological Approaches
● Research Method
● Families
● Education
● Crime and Deviance
● Social Stratification

Examination Board: AQA Click here for more information

Assessment

Paper 1:

The sociology of
families and education

What’s assessed?

● The sociology of families
● The sociology of education
● Relevant areas of social theory

and methodology

How it’s assessed:

External assessment:
● Written exam
● 1 hour 45 minutes
● 50% of GCSE

Paper 2:

Crime & Deviance
and Social
Stratification

What’s assessed?

● Crime Trends
● Causes of crime and deviance
● The social construction of

deviance
● Social Stratification and

inequality

How it’s assessed:

External assessment:
● Written exam
● 1 hour 45 minutes
● 50% of GCSE

Career progression

A qualification in sociology is highly valued in many areas that involve working with
people, such as: Teaching, journalism, the police, social services, youth work, law.

For more information please speak to Mr Norris or Mrs Baguley.

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/sociology/specifications/AQA-8192-SP-2017.PDF
https://www.loom.com/share/bbb12943362a49ef8686e623871c6470


Spanish

A language GCSE builds skills and knowledge developed throughout key stage 3,
with language classes being fun and interactive. By choosing to study a language
GCSE, not only do you learn the language, you also get to find out about other
people, countries and cultures so it really is an interesting and varied subject.

Why should you study a language?

● A language will always be useful, no matter what you do.
● In class, you get to study a wide range of topics all about different people and

cultures, not just how to speak.
● You can read books, watch films and listen to songs in their native language -

and understand them too!
● They’re good for you! Speaking more than one language increases your brain

capacity, improves your memory.
● You can understand and talk to lots more people when you go abroad.
● Using a language at work could raise your salary from 8-20%.
● Learning languages really improves your communication skills.

Examination Board: AQA Click here for more information

Assessment

Students will sit papers for either the foundation tier (grades 1-5), or higher tier
(grades 4-9)

Paper 1:

Listening

What’s assessed?

● Understanding and
responding to different
types of spoken language

How it’s assessed:
External assessment:

● Written exam
● 35 minutes (F tier) or 45 minutes (H tier)
● 25% of GCSE

Paper 2:

Speaking

What’s assessed?

● Communicating and
interacting effectively in
speech for a variety of
purposes

How it’s assessed:
Internal assessment:

● Non-examined assessment
● 7-9 minutes (F tier) or 10-12 minutes (H

tier)
● 25% of GCSE

Paper 3:

Reading

What’s assessed?

● Understanding and
responding to different
types of written language

How it’s assessed:
External assessment:

● Written exam
● 45 minutes (F tier) or 60 minutes (H tier)
● 25% of GCSE

Paper 4:

Writing

What’s assessed?

● Communicating effectively
in writing for a variety of
purposes.

How it’s assessed:
External assessment:

● Written exam
● 60 minutes (F tier) or 75 minutes (H tier)
● 25% of GCSE

For more information please speak to Mrs Weager or your Spanish teacher.

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/spanish/specifications/AQA-8698-SP-2016.PDF
https://www.loom.com/share/312a58b06a60447f856b1c754e821894


Three Dimensional Design

Three-dimensional design is defined here as the design, prototyping and modelling
or making of primarily functional and aesthetic products, objects, and environments,
drawing upon intellectual, creative and practical skills.

This is a two year course for students who enjoy the design process and want to
explore a broader range of design, such as product design and architectural design.

This GCSE course allows students to study a range of contemporary artists and
designers. Students will have opportunities to experiment with three-dimensional
techniques and processes such as model making, surface treatment and assembly
using a range of materials.

Examination Board: AQA Click here for more information

Assessment

Component 1:

Portfolio

What’s assessed?

● Students will produce work as part of
two themed projects throughout years
10 and 11.

How it’s assessed:

Internal assessment
● 96 marks
● 60% of GCSE

Component 2:

Externally set
assignment

What’s assessed?

● Students produce a piece of work
according to a set project brief.

How it’s assessed:

External assessment
● 96 marks
● 40% of GCSE

Career Progression

Ideal for those that want to study any of the arts qualifications at A-level, and those
who want to pursue any of the following careers: artist, architect, designer, interior
designer, set/costume/special effects, or teacher.

Please note - Students can only choose to study one of either Fine Art,
Graphic Communications, Art Craft and Design or Three-Dimensional Design.

For further information please speak to Mr McElroy, Mr Devo or your DT teacher.

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/art-and-design/specifications/AQA-ART-GCSE-SP-2016.PDF
https://www.loom.com/share/af587f422a8344ce86b1b8940fe3ceb0


OTHER COURSES



Higher Project Qualification (HPQ)

This is a fantastic and unique opportunity for students to undertake an academic
project based on their own interests. Students will select a topic of interest that may
be linked to one of their other subjects, independently planning, and producing a
project (e.g. an essay, an artefact, a scientific investigation).

The skills developed by undertaking the Higher Project Qualification will be highly
valuable as students progress to Post 16 study, as its completion demonstrates an
ability to be able to work independently and reflectively – crucial elements for
successful study at Post 16 level, university and for employment.

What will students study?

Students will follow a taught programme led by a teacher who will teach students all
of the skills necessary to complete their project, including time management,
research methods, ICT skills, academic report writing and presentation skills. This
will take place during two of the four timetabled core PE lessons.

Students will select a supervisor who will support and advise them throughout the
project, meeting regularly outside of lessons to support their progress.

Examination Board: AQA Click here for more information

Assessment

Students are marked on the process of completing their project as well as the final
product, so they will complete a production log detailing their experiences throughout
the project, as well as giving a final presentation at the end of the process.

Potential ideas for Higher Project Qualifications

● Analytical essays based on a historical, scientific or literary focus of your
choice

● Creation of artwork, a musical composition, or creative writing

● Production of an event, e.g. a charity performance

Career progression

The HPQ could lead to an Extended Project Qualification. The skills learnt are
transferable and will help prepare students effectively for a higher level of study or
employment.

For more information please speak to Mr Tandy, Miss Jones or Mrs Weager.

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/subjects/AQA-W-7992-SP-19.PDF
https://www.loom.com/share/157bac294fa84febbbb99cb305e73cc1


Sports Leader Qualification

The Sports Leader level 2 qualification is a course that is designed to use sports and
physical activity to help young people develop and refine their leadership skills whilst
helping themselves and others to stay physically active.

Students will learn and develop important life skills such as effective communication
and organisation whilst learning to lead basic physical activities with younger people,
your peers, older generations and also within the community.

The course involves both guided and peer to peer learning, with supervised
leadership to ensure that students have the skills needed to lead group activities.

Examination Board: Sports Leaders UK Click here for more information

Assessment

Unit 1 – Developing Leadership skills:
In this unit students will investigate the skills and behaviours needed for effective leadership and
take on the roles and responsibilities of a Sports Leader.

Unit 2 – Plan, lead and evaluate sport/physical activity sessions:
Students will investigate how to plan structured, inclusive and safe sport/physical activity sessions.
They will then lead sessions and learn how to evaluate sport/physical activity sessions.

Unit 3 – Assist in planning and leading a sports/physical activity event:
By investigating the different types of sports/physical events, students will assist in the planning and
leading of an event, learning how to evaluate a sports/ physical activity event.

Unit 4 – Lead sport/ physical activity sessions linked with the Academy/community:
Students lead additional sessions either within the Academy environment or within the local
community, applying leadership skills to selected environments and completing a leadership log.

Additional Requirements - As part of this course, students need to complete a set number of
volunteer hours. This is a compulsory element of the course and requires students to lead sporting
activities outside of normal school hours in the community. We offer the opportunity to do this via
the LASP events we run at the academy. These events take place after school and are a good
opportunity to pass the course.

Career progression
Students can use their leadership experience to start volunteering as a coach at
local sports clubs, volunteer in the community and use it to evidence leadership skills
in job applications.

This course is recognised and looks great as a reference for applications for further
study at TLA Sixth Form, where students can also choose to progress onto the Level
3 Sports Leader course. The level 3 course also contributes towards UCAS points,
supporting the university admissions process.

For more information please speak to Mr Coppard.

https://www.sportsleaders.org/qualifications-programmes/sports-leadership
https://www.loom.com/share/972124ac1e2f4695bac318830bec6969

