
Year 7 Curriculum Overview

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Communication
s

English Poetry from Other Cultures
Students will be introduced to the plethora of voices that
make up  the world around them, studying a range of
poems from different cultures. They will consider how
choices of language help the poets to convey their
identities, viewpoints, perspectives and messages to
their readers.

‘Twelfth Night’ - Shakespeare
Students will study the full text of Shakespeare’s ‘Twelfth
Night’, exploring issues of who we love and our identities.
They will be introduced to Shakespeare’s dramatic craft,
including dramatic approaches to express themselves and
interpret the characters in the play.

The Novel
Students will read and explore a contemporary young
adult novel chosen by their teacher that deals with
fundamental issues of self-discovery, whether that be in
the modern world or during a famous historical period
such as Victorian England, World War 1 or World War 2.
This text will also provide a springboard for descriptive
and creative writing, as well as providing students with
their first steps on their Media journey at TLA, exploring
how their chosen text is represented in film posters.

French Basics
Students will be
introduced the basics in
French to convey the
following information:
Greetings, say how I feel,
my name, alphabet, age
and birthday, days and
months, numbers to 31
and colours. Students will
be able to ask and answer
questions.

Myself and My Family
Students will be able to
express likes and dislikes
with nouns and use the first
and third person using the
verb Aimer. They will be
able to give opinions on
nouns and say why. They
will learn to use possessive
adjectives to talk about
someone else including
their pets. Students will be
able to perform a role Play
with a partner.

Myself and others
Students will be able to
use physical descriptions
and character descriptions
to describe themselves
and others using the verbs
Avoir and Être. They will
be able to understand and
use adjectival agreements
and use qualifiers – très,
assez, vraiment to extend
their descriptions.

Hobbies and Sports
Students will build on prior
knowledge of likes and
dislikes about sport and
hobbies, in the 1st and 3rd
person using verbs Jouer
and Faire. Students will be
able to say why by
revisiting opinions and
justifications and use
prepositions with sports
and activities.
Students will expand use of
time and weather phrases
and construct
conversations.

My school
Students will be able to talk
about school subjects,
asking questions, giving
opinions and reasons,
agreeing and disagreeing
Students will be able to
describe the timetable and
using the 12-hour clock,
uniform and colours and
use adjectival agreements
Students will be able to
design and label a picture
of a school uniform and say
if they like it or not and
explain why.

Holidays & Food
Students will understand a
simple café menu, ordering
food, prices, using “to go”
in the present and to
communicate future plans.
Students will design a
menu and take part in food
tasting. Students will write
a cafe role play to perform.

Spanish Basics
Students will be
introduced the basics in
Spanish to convey the
following information:
Greetings, say how I feel,
my name, alphabet, age
and birthday, days and
months, numbers to 31
and colours. Students will
be able to ask and answer
questions.

Myself and My Family
Students will be able to
express likes and dislikes
with nouns and use the first
and third person using the
verb gustar. They will be
able to give opinions on
nouns and say why. They
will learn to use possessive
adjectives to talk about
someone else including
their pets. Students will be
able to perform a role play
with a partner.

Myself and others
Students will be able to
use physical descriptions
and character descriptions
to describe themselves
and others using the verbs
Tener, ser and estar. They
will be able to understand
and use adjectival
agreements and use
qualifiers – muy, bastante
and verdaderamente to
extend their descriptions.

Hobbies and Sports
Students will build on prior
knowledge of likes and
dislikes about sport and
hobbies, in the 1st and 3rd
person using verbs jugar
and hacer. Students will be
able to say why by
revisiting opinions and
justifications and use
prepositions with sports
and activities.
Students will expand use of
time and weather phrases

My school
Students will be able to talk
about school subjects,
asking questions, giving
opinions and reasons,
agreeing and disagreeing
Students will be able to
describe the timetable and
using the 12-hour clock,
uniform and colours and
use adjectival agreements
Students will be able to
design and label a picture
of a school uniform and say

Holidays & Food
Students will understand a
simple café menu, ordering
food, prices, using “to go”
in the present and to
communicate future plans.
Students will design a
menu and take part in food
tasting. Students will write
a cafe role play to perform.



and construct
conversations.

if you like/don’t like it. Say
why.

Creative Arts Art and
Design

Drawing Skills & Me,
myself & I

Students will improve
their drawing skills, their
understanding of the
formal elements of line
and tone, and drawing
isometrically - through
mark making and drawing
workshops in reference to
Vincent Van Gogh’s
portraiture work.

Me Myself and I.
Students will explore their
own ideas, and cultural
heritage in response to
portrait artists' works. They
will learn about proportions
of the face and explore a
range of approaches to self
expression. Painting skills
will be developed through
exploring Frieda Kahlo's
portraits.

I Live by the Sea
Students will learn about and respond to the work of
Artists/Designers inspired by the sea such as: Alfred
Wallis, Kathryn Matthews, Carolyn Saxby. They will
explore colour mixing and improve their painting
techniques. Students will apply the techniques learned to
the development of their own outcomes inspired by the
seaside artists studied

Environmental Art and Architecture.
Students will analyse the environmental work of
Hundertwasser and the Biomimicry of Antonio Gaudi and
use this learning to develop their own designs for
Environmental Architecture. They will improve their
understanding of the 6 R’s of sustainable design and
biomimicry in design, as well as the building on their
colour blending and drawing skills.

Students will develop designs for a clay tile and a
collagraph/string print to replicate Hundertwasser’s use of
pattern and texture.

Drama Intro to Drama

Students are introduced
to drama focussing on the
rules of the drama
classroom and staying
safe. Students will learn
about still image, how to
project their voice, how
to face the audience and
the importance of body
language.

Pantomime

Students will further
develop the skills learned in
Autumn 1 and will continue
to use projection, body
language and vocal skills.
Students will learn about
different roles in the
theatre. Key skills
developed will include;
Directing, Teamwork,
Audience Awareness
Performance  and
Confidence

Musicals

Students are introduced to
characters in various
musicals and will start to
develop their analytical
skills when they compare
characters from different
musicals. Students will
learn about the different
types of musical theatre.
Students will learn how
characters can be
portrayed using facial
expressions, staging,
lighting and music.

Practitioner - Stan the Man

Students are introduced to
Stanislavski and naturalism.
Students will learn about
naturalism including magic,
emotion, memory, given
circumstances, objective
and super objective. With
these skills students will be
able to use and identify the
techniques that are used in
drama throughout KS3

Page to Stage 1

Students are introduced to
the book Revolting Rhymes.
Students will create a script
and will analyse and
evaluate the historical,
social and contextual
elements of Revolting
Rhymes and Roald Dahl.
Students will develop their
performance skills,
audience awareness in
terms of space, projection
and facing out -  as well as
more subtle skills such as
timing and performance
focus.

Page to Stage 2

Students will have a role in
the production of
‘Revolting Rhymes’ the
stage play.  This involves
technical theatre elements
such as set, costume and
lighting. They will learn
about spoken commentary
for the audience, exploring
how a narrator informs the
audience about the plot.
Students will learn about
how tension builds by
using pause, pace, volume
and intonation.

Music Performance Skills

Students will be
introduced to the skills of
performance through
keyboard and singing.
They will learn one song
on keyboard learning core
skills. They will then learn
another song through

Andean Music

This unit will be students'
first musical study of an
unfamiliar culture. They will
learn how to play a piece of
Andean music on the
keyboards, drums or
another instrument. They
will be introduced to the

Melody and Harmony

Students will learn the
basics of composition skills
through: pitch, rhythm and
the treble clef. Students
will create a piece of music
playable on a
keyboard/pitched
instruments accompanied

Ukulele Performance

Students will  learn how to
correctly hold the ukulele
along with the correct
finger positions and
techniques for ukulele
playing. They will learn
how to read ukulele chord
charts  and be able to give

Space Music

This topic will focus on
imaginative, atmospheric
music and will largely
involve composition work
using Logic. Students will
listen to different styles of
music associated with the
concept and use these as a

Classical

Students will learn and
study music from the

classical, romantic and
20th century periods. They

will study three different
composers and perform an

extract from two of the
composers on the



singing and learn core
skills.

basics of harmony and
rhythm.

with a physical score. a confident performance
on the ukulele of a short
musical piece.

point of reference for their
compositions. Students will
understand how to use,
connect and compose with
a MIDI keyboard on a digital
audio workstation.

keyboards. The study of
the orchestra will be

introduced.

Personal
Develop-
ment

Introduction to TLA

Students will learn to
respect themselves and
others by exploring
bullying. They will aspire
for success by examining
their goals and personal
target setting, preparing
them for their future at
TLA.
They will learn about

different types of
bullying (including
cyberbullying), the
impact of bullying,
responsibilities of
bystanders to report
bullying and how and
where to get help.

Puberty and adolescence

Students will learn the key
facts about puberty and the
changing adolescent body,
including physical and
emotional changes.
They will discuss and
explore menstrual
wellbeing including the key
facts about the menstrual
cycle.

Resilience and friendship

Students will explore the
characteristics of positive
and healthy friendships (in
all contexts, including
online) including: trust,
respect, honesty, kindness,
generosity, boundaries,
privacy, consent and the
management of conflict,
reconciliation and ending
relationships

Healthy Lifestyle

Students will discover the
importance of sufficient
good quality sleep for good
health.
They will discuss and learn
what the characteristics of
a poor diet are - and the
risks associated with
unhealthy eating.
They will also learn how to
look after their own
personal hygiene.

Healthy Lifestyle

Students will learn
about the harms from
smoking tobacco
(particularly the link to lung
cancer), the benefits of
quitting and how to access
support to do so as well as
the physical and
psychological risks
associated with alcohol
consumption and what
constitutes low risk alcohol
consumption in adulthood.

Staying Safe online

Students will explore the
effect of their online
actions on others and
know how to recognise
and display respectful
behaviour online. They will
discover the  importance
of keeping personal
information private.
They will learn how to
identify harmful
behaviours online
(including bullying, abuse
or harassment) and how to
report, or find support, if
they have been affected by
those behaviours.

Humanities Geography Welcome to Geography
& Map Skills
Students are welcomed
to TLA and introduced to
Geography lessons with a
series of introductory
lessons exploring the
concept of Geography
and the exciting
opportunities within the
subject. Students then
begin their first unit on
underpinning map skills.
These skills play a key
part of both human and
physical geography. These
include skills like grid
references, scale and
heights.

Map Skills and The UK in
the wider World
The half term continues
from the last  with the
continuation of map skills
moving to an investigation
of the dynamic UK, the
physical, human, rural and
urban features.

Fantastic Places
Students embark on an
exciting tour (with
Passport!) to some
amazing places in the
world looking at many
different themes from Rio
and the diversity, colour
and inequality that exist in
this amazing city. To Easter
Island and how the greed
of its people nearly
destroyed the island.

Weather & Climate
Students explore many of
the different types of
weather and world
climates. Observing many
exciting weather
phenomena from Blood
Rain to Willy Willy’s
Students carry out onsite
fieldwork that introduces
and develops many of their
geographical skills.

Global Fashion
Students look at
globalisation through
fashion and well known
brands. Global sporting
events that are being held
or prepared for, such as the
Euros or Olympics, are
discussed and students get
a greater understanding of
how the world is becoming
increasingly interconnected
as a result of massively
increased trade and cultural
exchange.

Coasts
The final unit in year 7
allows students to make
use of the amazing local
resource and explore
coasts and coastal features
and processes. Students
carry out a decision
making task and explore
further case studies.



History The Norman Conquest
Introduction to history

leading on to the Norman
conquest of England.

During this topic,
students develop a range
of historical skills such as:

Chronological
understanding, Causation

and Consequence,
Change and Continuity.

Medieval Life
Students explore Medieval
Britain post Norman
Invasion. This topic
incorporates important
events of the period such as
the Peasants Revolt and
The Plague.

Medieval Monarchs
Students take a journey
through the changing face
of Medieval Monarchs.

Henry VIII and the
Reformation

Students study the reign of
King Henry VIII, the
reformation and its effect
on Britain.

Elizabeth I
Students study the life of
Elizabeth I, the changing
face of Britain during her
reign and finally the legacy
of this famous monarch.

The Stuarts
Students study the reign of
the Stuarts. Particular
focus on the gunpowder
plot and the character of
James I.

Religion,
Ethics &
Philosophy

What do people believe?
Introduction to REP and
what we study at TLA.

Students are introduced
to the foundations of

belief and the purposes
of religion in the wider

world. They will also start
to see the impact that

religion has on those that
accept a secular

approach.

Judaism
The start of understanding
one of the six main faiths

especially within the
monotheistic faiths. This

will then allow the students
to understand how belief
affects daily life for Jews.

Christianity
Following on from Judaism
students are introduced to
New Testament ideas that
surround the teachings of

Christ.

Christian Practices
The continuation of core
Christian teachings but
applied to philosophical
questions, such as Does

God exist? Students look at
concepts like the

inconsistent triad.

Sikhism
Still reflecting on

monotheistic faiths that
covers the core beliefs of
Sikhism. Students explore

the core foundations of the
faith such as the Khalsa
need to be observed.

Festivals
Students look at festivals

for the six main faiths,
particularly why there are

certain celebrations of
faiths and the history of

the religions.

Mathematics Making generalisations
about the number

system
● Number systems and

the axioms
● Factors and multiples

and order of
operations

Making generalisations
about the number system

● Positive and Negative
Numbers

● Expressions, Equations
and Inequalities

2-D Geometry
● Angles
● Classifying 2D shapes
● Constructing Triangles

and Quadrilaterals

The Cartesian plane
● Co-Ordinates
● Area of 2D shapes
● Transforming 2D

figures

Fractions
● Primes, factors and

multiples
● Fractions

Ratio and Proportion
● Ratio
● Percentages

The first term of year 7 focuses on developing
understanding of the axioms and structures of number
that are fundamental to mathematics. This underpins
understanding of the algebraic notation developed in
this term and in subsequent years.

The spring term of year 7 focuses on geometry, an
important area of mathematics for students to engage
with. The cumulative nature of the curriculum means
that students apply algebraic reasoning in new contexts.

Students’ understanding of fractions, decimals and
percentages from KS2 is built upon throughout the year.
This is developed more formally in the summer term
where time is spent linking different interpretations of
fractions and introducing ratio.

Science Investigating Science
An introduction to

science at TLA! Students
will focus on how to use
specific equipment and

how to analyse and
present data

Chemistry - Mixing,
Dissolving and Separating
The start to understanding
particles in different states,

and how to separate
mixtures.

Physics - Forces and their
effects

Looking at different forces
and their effects on

everyday experiences.

Biology - Eating, Drinking
and Breathing

A topic to begin to
understand the processes

of digestion, breathing and
the link between them

(respiration!)

Chemistry - Elements and
Compounds

The start to an
understanding of elements,

the Periodic Table and
reactions between different

groups of elements.

Biology - Living Things and
Reproduction

Looking at the building
blocks of life and how

single celled and
multicellular organisms live

and reproduce.



Sports and
Technology

Computing Safe and responsible use
of IT at TLA

Students will learn how
to log onto the school
system and the TLA
Virtual Learning
Environment (VLE)
including Go4schools,
Google Classroom and
email. We will learn the
importance of file
management when using
the school system and
the etiquette that needs
to be followed including
how to use the school
email system. Students
will build on their KS2
knowledge of computer
networks including the
internet; how they can
provide multiple services,
such as the world wide
web; and the
opportunities they offer
for global communication
and collaboration.

Safe and responsible use of
the internet

Students will build on their
KS2 knowledge of
computing by learning a
range of ways to use
technology safely,
respectfully, responsibly
and securely, including
protecting their online
identity and privacy;
recognising inappropriate
content, contact and
conduct. We will learn
about gaming age
classifications, regulations,
the issues of loot boxes and
gambling. Students will also
learn how to report
concerns either online or to
a trusted adult.

History of computers
Students learn the origins
of the term computing and
the role of the human
computer during WW2
and Nasa Moon landings.
We will learn about the
role of The Bletchley Park
codebreakers during
World War II. This then
links to cryptography -
where students will learn
about substitution ciphers
such as the caesar and
vigenere. Students will
have an opportunity to
decipher wartime codes
and create their own
ciphers.

How computers work
Students will develop an
understanding of the
hardware and software
components that make up
computer systems, and
how they communicate
with one another and with
other systems. We will
build on KS2 computing
knowledge of sequence,
selection, and repetition in
programs; working with
variables and various forms
of input and output.
Students will learn how
numbers can be
represented in binary and
how to convert denary
numbers that we use
everyday into binary.

Scratch programming
Students will learn the
fundamentals of
programming, through the
Scratch programming
platform, the building of
animations, games and
drawing of images. We will
learn how to create code
sequences that use
common programming
structures including
selection,
iteration/repetition and the
use of variables.

Robots and emerging
technology

Students will learn how
robotics technology
influences home and work
life. We will design robots
and develop the skills
needed to create precise
and accurate instructions
through a written script
that calculates, records
and simulates a robot
program using Python and
micro-bits.

DT Block Bot

Students will be working with wood in order to produce a unique and robust robot toy.
Students will be introduced to workshop practice focusing on health and safety.
Throughout this project students will develop basic woodworking skills including the
use of both hand and machine tools. Students will learn how the ‘ADME’ design
process works.

Analyse: Existing wooden products, the working properties of wood.
Design: Developing and communicating design concepts for wooden robot, producing
2D sketches and 3D isometric drawings
Make: Students will learn measuring and marking out skills as well as safe and effective
use of both hand and power tools.
Evaluate: Reflecting on the materials, techniques and processes used in the project

Pewter Keyring

Students will be working with metals in order to produce a metal keyring inspired by the
Art Deco movement. Students will be introduced into the industrial manufacturing
processes. Within the project students will learn how to use Computer Aided Design
(CAD) and Computer Aided Manufacture (CAM). Students will continue to develop their
workshop practice focusing on health and safety in the workshop throughout the project
with focus on heat protection.

Analyse: Existing keyring products, the working properties of pewter as well as
investigating the ‘Art Deco’ movement.
Design: Developing and communicating design concepts for Pewter keyrings in CAD
using 2D design software.
Make: Casting pewter keyring in a mould produced using CAM and the laser cutter.
Evaluate: Reflecting on the materials, techniques and processes used in the project



Inspiring
Healthy
Futures

Health and Safety
Students will learn about
health and safety in the
kitchen and the
importance of clearing
down correctly. They will
investigate different
allergens and how they
can impact on others lives
whilst learning about
bacteria that can be
found in different foods.
Students will start to
navigate their way around
the kitchen investigating
the use of different
equipment to carry out a
variety of practicals.
Practicals include - fruit
smoothies, fruit and veg
bugs and gluten free
pancakes.

Food Provenance
Students will learn where food comes from and how it is
reared, grown and caught. Students will be able to
identify the staple foods and where in the world they are
grown. They will be able to identify a range of foods that
contain the different staple foods and they will
understand how food can be primary and secondary
processed.  Practicals include - pasta making, stuffed
flatbread, cupcakes, savoury rice, bombay potato curry
and bread and butter pudding.

Food, Nutrition and Health
Students will learn about why we eat food and what our body uses food for. They will
learn about the Eatwell Guide and what makes up a balanced diet. Students will learn
what macro and micro nutrients are and what foods we find them in. Students will gain
knowledge on how to carry out a nutritional analysis so that they can apply their
theoretical knowledge to practical examples.  Practicals include - fruit flapjacks, chicken
fajitas, bread rolls and fruit salad,

PE Foundation Learning:
Students will develop their basic skills and physical fitness levels specific to the sports they are focussing on. Students will develop their skills in a range of isolated and conditioned
practices. Where appropriate there will also be a focus on analysing individual and group performances with an emphasis on providing constructive feedback. Students will learn
about the rules of the activities they are participating in and show their knowledge through applying them to competitive situation. Additionally, throughout the year there is an
ongoing  focus of embedding essential social values including respect, resilience and teamwork  that we want our students to hone throughout their secondary education.

Foundation Sports:
Dance, Football, Gymnastics, Netball, OAA, Rugby Trampolining & Table Tennis.

Foundation Sports:
Athletics, Cricket, Rounders & Tennis.

Sports
Science

Biomechanics in Sport:
The field of sports science that applies the laws of
mechanics, physics and the study of forces to human
performance in sport

Anatomy & Physiology:
Study of how anatomy and physiology is applied in sport
and how the functions of different parts of the human
body can affect sports performance.

Physiological Responses to Exercise:
The study of the body's responses to physical activity as
well as how the body adapts to regular exercise over time.


