
Year 8 Curriculum and Assessment Overview

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Communica
tions

English ‘Animal Farm’
Students will study George
Orwell’s allegorical classic
‘Animal Farm’, exploring
notions of power, and how
those in power can
manipulate us through
language. This leads into a
consideration of the
difference between
persuasion and
propaganda in politics and
the wider world.

Literary Non-Fiction: The
Disappearance of Bobby

Dunbar
Students are transported to
the shores of Swayze Lake
in 1912 Louisiana, where
they become detectives in
the still-unsolved
disappearance of a young
boy called Bobby Dunbar.
Students will explore the
inherent bias in not only
newspaper reports, but
equally in the treatment of
different groups and classes
of people.

Shakespearean Comedy
Students will discover Shakespeare’s comedy genre in the
study of either ‘Much Ado About Nothing’ or ‘A
Midsummer Night’s Dream’, exploring the manipulation of
characters in love, and how the Bard crafts his plays’
language and structure to create confusion, mistaken
identity, humour and memorable outcomes. Students will
revisit the ideas of gender that they met in Y7, but
consider this time how women are often the more
powerful and independent characters, contrary to typical
Shakespearean context.

C19 Prose: Gothic Mysteries
Students will analyse and explore a range of gothic short
stories from Victorian England, focusing specifically on how
the readers’ reactions can be manipulated and subverted
through choices of language and structure. Students then
apply what they have learnt in a piece of their own
creative writing in which they seek to manipulate and trick
their own readers’ emotions and response. Students will
also use this unit to continue their exploration of media
products, analysing how fear and tension is created in
moving image products, before getting creative and
producing their own moving image text to create tension.

French My school
Students will be able to
talk about school subjects,
asking questions, giving
opinions and reasons,
agreeing and disagreeing
Students will be able to
describe the  timetable
and using the 12-hour
clock, uniform and colours
and use adjectival
agreements.
Students will be able to
design and label a picture
of a school uniform and
say  if you like/don’t like it.
Say why.

Where I live
Students will be introduced
to the  places in the town,
and  understand directions

Students will use the verb
Aller + places. Students will
be able to give a
description of a town/ideal
town. Students will recap
opinions to talk about my
town and why I like/don’t
like it.  Creative project : a
study of a French town, or a
leaflet about my town.

Paris je t’adore
Students will be introduced
to Paris and  what you can
do there. They will be able
to say what they like doing;
giving opinions and why.
Students will be able to say
what they are going to do
Students will learn how to
ask for tourist information
and understand information
about tourist attractions.
Students will create a role
play in a tourist office.

T’es branché(e)?
Students will learn and be
able to talk about:
television programmes,
films, reading, the internet
Students will learn how to
talk about personality,
friendships, music, clothes.
Students will recap giving
opinions &  say why.
Students will interview a
friend/member of staff on
two of these topics.

Chez moi, chez toi
Students will learn about
how to say where they live
and would like to live
Students will learn how to
describe their home,
rooms, floors, furniture and
prepositions.
Creative task: Be an
architect: Draw and
describe your dream home
in French in a  video.

A table, tout le monde!
Students will learn how to
talk about meals and give
opinions on food and
discuss what food to buy
Students will revisit the
future tense to talk about a
forthcoming event
Students will be introduced
and enjoy a French
breakfast!
Students will prepare for
their End of Year
Assessment.

Spanish My school
Students will be able to
talk about school subjects,
asking questions, giving
opinions and reasons,
agreeing and disagreeing
Students will be able to
describe the  timetable
and using the 12-hour

Where I live
Students will be introduced
to the  places in the town,
and  understand directions

Students will use the verb
IR + places. Students will be
able to give a  description
of a town/ideal town.
Students will recap opinions

Operacion Verano!
Students will be introduced
to a Spanish city and  what
you can do there. They will
be able to say what they
like doing; giving opinions
and why.
Students will be able to say
what they are going to do

Todo sobre mi vida
Students will learn and be
able to talk about:
television programmes,
films, reading, the internet.
Students will learn how to
talk about personality,
friendships, music, clothes.

Cómo es tu casa?
Students will learn about
how to say where they live
and would like to live.
Students will learn how to
describe their home,
rooms, floors, furniture and
prepositions.

La comer!
Students will learn how to
talk about meals and give
opinions on food and
discuss what food to buy.
Students will revisit the
future tense to talk about a
forthcoming event



clock, uniform and colours
and use adjectival
agreements
Students will be able to
design and label a picture
of a school uniform and
say  if you like/don’t like it.
Say why.

to talk about my town and
why I like/don’t like it.
Creative project : a study of
a Spanish town, or a leaflet
about my town.

Students will learn how to
ask for tourist information
and understand information
about tourist attractions.
Students will create a role
play in a tourist office.

Students will recap giving
opinions &  say why
Students will interview a
friend/member of staff on
two of these topics.

Creative task: Be an
architect: Draw and
describe your dream home
in Spanish in a  video

Students will be introduced
and enjoy a Spanish Tapas
tasting!
Students will prepare for
their End of Year
Assessment

Creative
Arts

Art and
Design

Drawing Skills with the
introduction of the

Modern Still life project.

Students will further
improve their
observational drawing
skills , engaging in a series
of drawing activities aimed
at improving their use of
line, tone and application
of mark making.
Referencing the work of
Giorgio Morandi and his
tonal still life work.

Modern Still life

Students will examine and
analyse the work of still life
artists such as Michael Craig
Martin and Audrey Flack.
They will improve their line
drawing,  block colour
painting  & colour mixing
techniques, use of scale
placement and composition
as well as observational
drawing of everyday items
through the development
of outcomes in response.

Landscape

Through the exploration and analysis of landscape artists
work such as David Hockney and Van Gogh, students will
learn about atmospheric perspective and tonal recession.

They will further develop their  confidence in colour mixing
and mark marking in wet media through the development
of their  own landscape outcomes in response to artists'
works.

Illustration and Textiles

Students will examine the work of contemporary illustrator
Jon Burgerman.

They will explore either character design, flip book
animation or  textiles design in response to his work.

Students  will select one of three issues to develop designs
for young people that promotes awareness of either:
LGBTQ+
Tolerance OR
Healthy Eating

Drama History of the theatre

Students will learn about
different periods in theatre
history. Students will learn
about how modern drama
has evolved and gives
them an overview of
theatre across the world.

Improvisation

Students will be introduced
to the terms ‘clowning’
‘Comedia del Arte’
‘devising’ and ‘hot seating’.
They will learn  how to
create characters, dramatic
material and performances
from scratch.

Technical Theatre

Students will learn about
the technical aspects and
creation of theatre.
Students will learn about
set design, costume, props,
lighting and sound and how
that comes together in
director and producers
directive intentions when
producing theatre.

Practitioner - Brecht the
Best

Students are introduced to
a different practitioner
Brecht - who focuses on
epic theatre. They will learn
techniques such as breaking
the fourth wall, placards
juxtaposition and
verfremdungseffekt (the art
of alienation)

Into the Woods 1

Students will develop
analytical skills as they will
look at an in depth script
using Brecht's methods and
techniques. Students will
then be able to take the
musical theatre element of
the script and recreate it in
order to  develop character
and use their inference
skills.

Into the Woods 2

Students will use the scripts
that they created in
Summer 1 and will create a
whole class production of
their adaptation of Into The
Woods. Students will have
the opportunity to create a
set, use props and will
decide what costumes
would best suit this
performance.



Music Film Music Performance

Students will develop their
playing skills by learning a
film theme using two
hands.
They will understand the
use and application of
leitmotifs in film.
They will continue
practicing their singing in
this unit.

Film Music Composition

Students will be applying
their learning from the
previous unit to the
composition of their own
“leitmotif” onto a digital
audio workstation.
They will record
appropriate drums, chords,
melody and bass tracks and
apply editing skills and
effects to enhance the
piece.
They will continue
practicing their singing in
this unit.

Ukulele Performance

Students will learn how to
introduce strumming
patterns to their ukulele
playing.
They will gain an
understanding of reading
ukulele chord charts to be
able to give a confident
performance of a song on
the ukulele and singing.

Reggae Performance

Students will learn about
the historical origins of
Reggae music and
influences onto other
genres. They will learn how
to play syncopated chords
and develop independent
two-handed playing on the
piano.
They will continue
practicing their singing in
this unit.

Samba

This unit will be the second
unit this half-term studying
an unfamiliar culture. They
will learn how to play a
piece of Samba on the
drums or another
percussive instrument. They
will be introduced to the
more complicated rhythms.
There will be a short link to
African drumming and its
influence on Samba.

Variations

This final unit students will
be introduced to the
concept of variation within
music. They will listen to
some famous examples of
variations and will analyse
what changes to the
original idea have taken
place. They will then
compose music
incorporating variation
techniques into their work.

Personal
Develop-
memt

Anti Social Behaviour

Students will develop an
understanding of the
meaning of  anti-social
behaviour and the
consequences of such
behaviour.
They will examine  knife
crime  and explore the
dangers and
consequences.

Parliamentary democracy

Students will learn about
the Tripartite System of
Government.
Students will develop their
understanding of how the
UK is governed and the role
of MPs.

Equality and Diversity

Students will explore and
learn about the significance
of the Equality Act.
Students will be able to
identify the protected
characteristics and the
legal rights and
responsibilities regarding
equality (particularly with
reference to the protected
characteristics as defined in
the Equality Act 2010) and
that everyone is unique and
equal.

Discrimination

By exploring and discussing
LGBTQ+ and disability
students will learn the
impact of treating people
differently based on
prejudices. They will be
able to identify historical
examples of discrimination
and how it was challenged.

Relationships

Students will learn about
the concepts of, and laws
relating to, sexual consent,
honour-based violence and
FGM, and how these can
affect current and future
relationships.

Global citizenship

Students will develop an
understanding of the wider
world - and their place in it.
They will learn how they
can take a role in their
community, and work with
others to make our planet
more equal, fair and
sustainable.
Students will also explore
homelessness and be able
to identify the causes of
people becoming rough
sleepers or homeless and
understand the long and
short term effects on
individuals.

Humanities Geography Evolution of Pollution
An overview of pollution
and  sustainability issues.
Skills are predominantly
graphical and
interpretative. Students
are introduced to current
environmental issues;
climate change, global
warming, plastic pollution,

Development
Students study the causes
of uneven development by
looking at case studies from
high and low income
countries, by focusing on
sustainable development
and Fair Trade.
*Fair trade initiatives*

Russia
A country study looking at
the physical and human
features of the largest
continent. An
understanding of the
Chernobyl disaster and an
introduction to
superpowers.

Rivers
A study of rivers and their
processes with a focus on
flooding and managing risks
associated with floods.
Students explore  the local
environment with a study
of the River Arun.

Population
Students explore the
reasons behind increases in
world population in
different countries and use
population pyramids to
make comparisons.
*Covid and census lessons*

Fieldwork
A full fieldwork experience
offering students the
experience to look at
sampling, data collection
and data presentation.



renewable energy etc. and
so hopefully this will
enable students to link
geography to their own
lives.

History The Slave Trade
Students will examine the
transatlantic slave trade
focusing on; causes,
experiences of slavery and
abolition of slavery.

Revolution, Power and
Protest

Students will learn about
change experienced by
Britain during the industrial
revolution, examining how
ordinary lives and power
have changed over time.

Jack the Ripper
Students will investigate the
Jack the Ripper murders of
1888. This will include an
environmental study of
Whitechapel to understand
why the most famous serial
killer in England escaped
justice.

The British Empire
Students chart the rise and
fall of the British empire
with key case studies
including India, Africa and
Australia.

World War 1
Students will conduct a
depth study of WW1. This
unit will focus on the causes
of WW1, the experiences of
war and end of the war.

Rise of Dictators
Students will examine the
rise of two of the most
notorious dictatorships of
the 20th century; Nazi
Germany and the USSR. The
unit will compare the
similarities and differences
of each dictatorship.

Religion,
Ethics &
Philosophy

Buddhism
Students will start to gain
an insight to religions that

focus on the
enlightenment, rather
than the human-divine

relationships. The history
of the faith will also be
explored and the key

teachings and practices
observed.

World Issues and Religion
The basis of this unit is for

students to grasp an ethical
understanding of the

problems that occur within
contemporary society. They

will look at themes of
gender, racism and ageism.

Religion and the Media
Students will see how the
media has often portrayed
religion and how faiths are

frequently used as a
scapegoat. This will focus

on examples of items such
as Islamophobia and 9/11.

Medical Ethics
This new unit has replaced

religion and science, but
looks at the philosophical

and ethical ideas of cloning
and transplants which sets
the students up for Year 9,

GCSE and A Level.

Hinduism
Students are introduced to
the ideas of polytheism and
the style of worship that a
Hindu will present through
liturgical and non-liturgical

means.

The Value of Life
This unit introduces

students to the
philosophical aspect of

study in year 8. Students
will observe the ideas of

the significance of life and
the theme of death is

observed. Case studies of
those suffering are explored

and discussed carefully.

Mathematics Equations and Inequalities
● Sequences
● Forming and solving

equations
● Forming and solving

inequalities

Equations and Inequalities
● Linear graphs
● Accuracy and

estimation

Proportional Reasoning
● Ratio, real life graphs

and rate
● Direct and inverse

proportion

Representations and
Reasoning with data
● Univariate data
● Bivariate data

Angles
● Parallel lines
● Angles in polygons
● Bearings

● Univariate data
● Bivariate data

Area, volume and surface
area
● Circles and composite

shapes
● Volume of prisms
● Surface area of prisms

● Accuracy and
estimation

● Circles and composite
shapes

● Volume of prisms
● Surface area of prisms

The autumn term of year 8 builds on the work students
have done in the autumn term of year 7. This term is the
students’ first formal introduction to straight line graphs.
The graphical representation of a sequence is used as a
starting point for defining linear and nonlinear functions.

The spring term of year 8 builds on the proportional
reasoning taught in year 7 and allows students to
experience the different ways of defining ratio and
proportion. Students explore a variety of methods of
presenting data, with an emphasis on interpretation as
well as production. They also develop their understanding
of statistical diagrams and measures to bivariate data.

The summer term of year 8 students review angle work in
year 7 by revisiting angle facts including angles in parallel
and perpendicular lines. Students work on more complex
problems using these rules and these provide a context for
setting up and solving equations. Within this term,
students explore the connection between the
circumference of a circle and its diameter and finally the



students formally meet volume as a measure of the space
inside a 3D object.

The summer term of year 8 students explore a variety of
methods of presenting data, with an emphasis on
interpretation as well as production. They also develop
their understanding of statistical diagrams and measures
to bivariate data. They will have an opportunity to
consolidate their understanding of rounding to a given
decimal place to aid them in their work with shapes.
Exploring the connection between the circumference of a
circle and its diameter and finally the students formally
meet volume as a measure of the space inside a 3 D object.

Science Biology - The Active Body
An in depth topic looking
into the body, and how it is
designed for us to be
active.

Chemistry - Physical
Changes

Looking further in depth in
particle models, how they
explain particular concepts,
but also ensuring students
cast a critical eye on models
and noticing their
limitations.

Physics - Contact and
non-contact forces

Building on the Year 7
forces topic, this topic looks
further into types of
contact and non-contact
forces and how to calculate
these.

Biology - Photosynthesis
and Food Webs

This topic looks at plants as
producers, and how they
feed into ecosystems. The
topic then moves from
ecosystems to what effects
changes can have.

Chemistry - Chemical
Changes

This topic further develops
understanding of elements
and compounds, and looks
at particular patterns in
chemical reactions, and
how to identify particular
reactions have taken place.

Physics - Magnetism and
Electricity

Students will be studying
and investigating
magnetism, electromagnets
and circuits.

Sports &
Tech

Computing Digital images
Students will learn about file types, image types and
compression and how this affects the speed of uploading
of these types of images when they are on a webpage or
other type of digital product. We will look at Image
manipulation- link to body image and self-esteem relating
to the use of filters and manipulation also how this is
used in Art work and creative sectors. Students will
create, reuse, revise and repurpose digital images for a
creative media project such as a poster to appeal to a
specific target audience using Photoshop or fireworks.
They will use Fireworks to create an animated gif which
loops that could be used to promote their product.

Digital Image
Student will identify film conventions and then create an
original film poster

Using information  (excel)
Students will learn basic spreadsheet skills including
formulas and cell referencing; functions such as sum,
average, max and min and count. They will understand the
importance of using appropriate formatting to highlight
key data including use of conditional formatting and create
a selection of graphs and charts explaining which allows
students to choose the one for the most fit for purpose.
Use of spreadsheets modelling to see how variables affect
outcomes.

Webpage creation using html
Students will revisit the origins of the world wide web and
the differences between the internet and world wide web
(this was covered in the year 7 curriculum.) They will learn
to create a simple webpage that includes text, images and
hyperlinks using html. During this they will learn the
importance of file management in this process. We will
look at CSS style sheets and how these streamline the
process of html coding. There will also be a discussion of
website security and how algorithms help select what you
see on the internet.

DT Table Tennis Bat
Students will be working with a variety of materials in order to produce a table tennis bat
that can be used by students in PE lessons. Within this project students will learn about
anthropometrics and ergonomics, applying knowledge into the design of their handle for
the bat. Students will progress to produce orthographic designs. Throughout this project
students will progress previously learnt workshop skills to assemble and finish the table
tennis bat.

Analyse: The history of a table tennis bat and the development of materials to aid
performance.

Sweet Dispenser
Students will be making a sweet dispenser and through this project they will learn about
different types of wood, recycling and sustainability. Students will also be looking at
mechanical systems and how they can be applied to their project to make a fully
functioning sweet dispenser. Students will build upon their prior learning of Computer
Aided Design (CAD) to create accurate drawings and Computer Aided Manufacture (CAM)
parts of their project.

Analyse: Existing market products and their functioning and mechanical systems. Analysis
of Sarah Graham artwork for design inspiration.



Design: Developing and communicating design, producing 3D sketches and orthographic
drawings.
Make: Students will develop previously learnt workshop skills and look at more advanced
machinery to aid the assembly of the product.
Evaluate: Evaluation of product outcome with focus on objective and possible future
developments.

Design: Developing and communicating design, producing 3D sketches, isometric
drawings and the use of 2D design for CAD.
Make: Sweet dispenser created and finished using a range of materials and techniques
including mechanical features.
Evaluate: Reflecting on the materials, techniques and processes used in the project and
how it meets product specification.

Inspiring
Healthy
Futures

Food Safety
Food safety is vital when cooking, whether it be for
yourself, your family or the general public. In this unit,
students will learn about bacteria, contamination and
different types of food poisoning bacteria. Students will
learn about the symptoms and signs of food poisoning
and how to ensure bacteria is killed when cooking food.
Students will also learn about temperature control and
the importance this plays in both the storing and
production of food. Practicals include - pie, chicken
nuggets, pancakes, pizza, chicken stir fry and vegetable
curry.

Food Choices
There are many factors affecting the food choices that we make. In this unit students will explore the various reasons
around our choices when it comes to food. Students will learn about both British and international cuisine alongside food
choices based around religion. As part of this unit, students will also learn about vegetarian and vegan food choices.
Practicals include - English breakfast, pasties, fruit crumble, pancakes, pizza, spaghetti bolognaise plus many more.

PE Foundation Learning:
Students will develop their basic skills and physical fitness levels specific to the sports they are focussing on. Students will develop their skills in a range of isolated and conditioned
practices. Where appropriate there will also be a focus on analysing individual and group performances with an emphasis on providing constructive feedback. Students will learn
about the rules of the activities they are participating in and show their knowledge through applying them to competitive situations. Additionally, throughout the year there is an
ongoing  focus of embedding essential social values including respect, resilience and teamwork  that we want our students to hone throughout their secondary education.

Foundation Sports:
Hockey, Gymnastics, Basketball, Rugby, Table Tennis, Fitness, Dance and Trampolining.

Foundation Sports:
Softball and Stoolball.

Intermediate Learning:
Across the Intermediate sports, our students are challenged to apply the skills they learnt and developed across Year 7 whilst further improving their physical fitness levels. As a class
they will be expected to enhance their knowledge of the rules and continue to apply them in competitive situations.  New to the Intermediate stage of learning is an emphasis on
decision making assessed across a variety of scenarios, conditioned games and matches designed to challenge our students' thought processes, giving them the opportunity to think
tactically about their choices of skills that they use in different situations. They will continue to focus on analysing individual and group performances with an emphasis on providing
constructive feedback using the correct terminology. Students will continue to develop social values across all activities.

Intermediate Sports:
Football, Handball, Netball and Badminton.

Intermediate Sports:
Athletics and Tennis.


