
 

 

The Littlehampton Academy 
Mobile Phones and Electrical Devices Policy 

 
Mobile Phones (and other music, gaming or personal communication devices including wearable            
technology: “Devices” or “Mobile Devices”) 
  
Please read these notes carefully. By sending your child to school with a mobile device, you are agreeing to                   
support the policy laid out below. If you do not support the policy, please do not allow your child to bring                     
a mobile device to the Academy. 
  
Following consultation with parents/carers, students and staff about banning mobile phones and electrical             
devices at TLA, we have taken the decision to implement a ban which is supported by the vast majority of                    
parents/carers and staff. This decision has not been taken lightly, and as you are probably aware there has                  
been considerable interest in this matter in the national media. The three key issues of concerns for schools                  
are: 

 
1. Schools that ban mobile phones tend to see better academic results. 
2. There is increasing concern about the link between the use of mobile phones, and especially social                

media, and the impact on mental health. 
3. The issues that the misuse of mobile phones in school cause in schools, especially: cyberbullying;               

disruption of learning; and the amount of staff time taken up in dealing with these associated issues. 
 

Whilst students are allowed to bring their devices to and from TLA, they should be switched off and in their                    
school bag at all times whilst on the school site. This means that once through the school gates, students’                   
phones should not be seen or heard at all throughout the school day, including social times. If an electronic                   
device is seen out on site, or heard ringing or vibrating then it will be confiscated. If necessary, a student may                     
be searched in line with the guidance laid out in the Department for Education’s “Searching, screening and                 
confiscation” (January 2018). Confiscated devices will be taken to reception and stored securely; parents will               
be informed as soon as it is practical and reasonable to do so. Confiscated devices will be returned to                   
parents/carers and not to the student. Please be aware that whilst we aim to return the device on the same                    
day, occasionally this will not always be possible due to reception closing at 4pm and other circumstances.                 
Students who persistently breach this policy will be dealt with using the academy’s behaviour policy and                
parents/carers will be invited into the academy to agree a solution; which may include the students losing the                  
right to bring a phone in to the school at all. 
 
We understand that there may be occasions when it necessary for a student to contact their parent/carer                 
throughout the school day, or when a parent/carer wishes to contact their son/daughter. In these occasional                
circumstances, the following protocol will be followed: 
 

1. Students who wish to contact their parents during the school day should report to Student Services                
during social time. 

2. If parents need to contact their child during the school day, they can do so by contacting Reception.  
3. In case of emergency, students should report to the nearest member of staff who will assist them. 

 
There are separate regulations concerning the use of mobile devices and wearable technology in public               
examinations, and these can be obtained from the Examinations Officer. 
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/674416/Searching_screening_and_confiscation.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/674416/Searching_screening_and_confiscation.pdf

