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Prep for Learning Policy

Inspire Growth; Reap Success

This document outlines the expectations for students for the allocation and completion of Prep for
Learning. Activities are set at appropriate intervals within a subject's curriculum, as determined by
class teachers, at a frequency based on the quantity of curriculum time assigned to specific
subjects.

Students at TLA are allocated independent learning activities to complete at home. These are referred
to as Prep, or Preparation for Learning tasks.

The purpose behind Prep for Learning is to promote independent learning skills amongst students,
enabling them to take greater responsibility for their own learning as they progress through their time
here at the academy. Skills which are especially important to students embarking upon externally
assessed qualifications such as GCSEs and A-levels.

Prep for Learning is designed to enable students to reflect on their learning, whilst ensuring that they
are well prepared for the next phase of their learning in a given subject. Tasks vary depending on the
nature of the subject and/or topics studied. Prep tasks may require students to read ahead, or to find
out about something ahead of a specific lesson. Alternatively, Prep may be a shorter, review based
activity, designed to consolidate learning over a series of lessons, or an extended project intended to
stretch and challenge students across a specific area of curriculum focus.

Allocation
Prep for Learning is assigned by class teachers either to individual groups of students, or to whole
year groups based on the structure of the curriculum within each faculty. Tasks are added to classes
using Go4Schools, which signposts further supporting information and guidance on the Google
Classroom.

Students are issued with a Prep Journal, which functions as both a notebook for independent study,
and also a portfolio of Prep tasks completed by the student. However, there may be occasions where
students are instructed to complete these tasks using alternative media such as class exercise books
or using Google Docs. Additional Prep journals are available from the Student Services.



The frequency of the allocation of Prep tasks is at the discretion of the class teacher, however there is
a minimum expectation:

Key Stage 3
(Years 7-9)

English, Maths and Science At least one piece set fortnightly

All other subjects At least two pieces per half term

Key Stage 4
(Years 10-11) All subjects At least one piece set fortnightly

Key Stage 5
(Years 12-13) All subjects At least three hours of independent

study per week

Marking and Feedback
Prep will not always need to be formally marked by teachers. It may be used for peer review, self
assessment or to provide guidance on the next phase of learning within a topic (flipped learning).
Teachers will acknowledge where Prep has been completed, with rewards and sanctions issued using
Go4Schools.

Non-completion of Prep
It is the expectation of all teachers within the academy that all students complete Prep tasks when
assigned, and within the agreed timescales.

Where Prep has not been completed, this will be recorded using Go4Schools and this will be
monitored by each student’s teachers, Tutor and Year Leader. Contact may be made with
parents/carers should persistent non-completion of Prep arise, in order to ensure that students
receive the necessary support and resources to engage with Prep tasks.

Reviewing the policy

The Academy Council will review this policy every two years and assess its implementation and
effectiveness. The policy will be promoted and implemented throughout the Academy.
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